
 

About Edinburgh 2010 

 

In June 1910 the city of Edinburgh hosted one of the most defining gatherings in the entire 

history of Christianity. The 1910 World Missionary Conference was a climatic event of the 

19th century missionary movement, and facilitated greater unity amongst the various 

strands of Christian witness. The Centenary of the World Missionary Conference, held in 

Edinburgh 1910, is a suggestive moment for many people seeking direction for Christian 

mission in the 21st century.  

Different from 1910 

In important ways the celebration of Edinburgh 2010 and the process leading towards it will 

be different from the Edinburgh 1910 Conference. 

• Rather than being centred in Edinburgh, a polycentric approach is being taken, both 

for the study process and for 2010 events which will take place in many locations 

around the world including Edinburgh. 

• Whereas 1910 was confined to mainline Protestantism, the participants in 2010 are 

drawn from the whole range of Christian traditions and confessions, including 

Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Pentecostal, and Independent Churches, and show a 

better gender and age balance. 

• Instead of being confined to the North Atlantic, there is an intentional bias to the 

South, recognising that Christianity's centre of gravity has moved markedly 

southwards during the past century. The process aims to be truly worldwide in its 

scope. 

 

Intended Outcomes of Edinburgh 2010 

• Churches will be provided with an opportunity to celebrate what God has done in 

the growth of the Church worldwide over the past century and to prayerfully 

commit to God the witness of the churches in the 21st century. 

• The biblical call to mission will be affirmed and articulated within our contemporary 

contexts with particular focus on the meaning of evangelization and relevance of 

Christian witness today. 

• A key conversation on mission will be initiated with mission leaders from the older 

mission movements of the North and the new mission movements from the South 

and East, with dialogues held among representatives of different Christian 

traditions. 

• Guidelines will be developed and studies published to help church and mission 

leaders evaluate for their own situation models of mission which are proving 

effective elsewhere. 

• Networks will be mobilized and alliances formed so as to develop greater strategic 

collaboration and greater synergy in fulfilling the mission mandate. 

• Based on a critical assessment of the status of the world, a new vision of God's 

purposes for creation in Christ and a renewed spirituality and mission ethos will be 

developed in the life of the churches worldwide. 



 

• Centenary celebrations of witnessing to Christ today will be held throughout the 

world - with the Assembly Hall in Edinburgh, again, being the venue on 6 June 

2010 for the historic celebration involving over 1000 delegates.  


