Friendship Declaration

National Ecumenical Youth Assembly 2010
Come, Let’s Be Friends with God, Nature and Humanity

We, the delegates of the National Ecumenical Youth Assembly of 2010 give thanks to the Triune God, in enabling us to give a universal call of Friendship with the whole creation and to our creator. We gather inspiration of friendship from our creator itself who has made the first initiative to establish a friendly relation with humanity and creation “… you are my friends…” St. John. 15:14.  
Friendship is offered by National Ecumenical Youth Assembly as a new and inclusive paradigm of relation to ecumenism for relating with the whole of creation. We young people believes that the friendly relation has enough strength and potential which will alone bind and unite all humanity together. The call of friendship to whole humanity is to renew and revitalize the tampered and broken relations with our fellow beings, nature and the creator. 
Friendship with God 
Youth understands that true relation and nature of God with humans is beyond human understanding and experience. Therefore throughout the scriptures and history loving relationship between God and humans is represented by various images, for example sometimes as the relationship between master and disciple, sometimes as that of father and child, but the friendly relation between humans and God is something radical and wholly different from all other imageries of relation.

This warm, personal friendly relationship builds new paradigm of relation and revelation, it gives the peace of mind, spiritual confidence and faith that can only come from knowing that one really has contact with the Designer, Sustainer and Ruler of the entire universe. Thus we young people has identified that creator himself is relating to his handmaid with the relation of friendship, and expects the same relation from the humanity towards the creator. 
Friendship with Nature   

We know that humans have evolved from the planet earth and therefore we have a deep relation with the earth. Also in the design of evolution nothing has found that there is a hierarchy in the order of beings in the universe. This places a serious re-thinking on the humans to re-consider their position in the nature. Enhancing the journey in the universe means that we move away from a linear and mechanical understanding of progress, market fundamentalism, and false notions of consumerism to a newer understanding and relation with the nature. 
Youth is aimed to think about the possible alternatives against the contemporary trends of consumerist and greedy culture.  Youth needs to gear up to prevent an impending environmental disaster by programmes of action, ranging from mere planting of saplings to political, social, religious, economic actions. We need to create awareness for coming together and think about some creative possibilities to protect Earth from deep crisis by enabling and instilling in youth the age old and time-tested values and methods of environmental conservation.

Friendship with Humanity

Today living as good neighbors, brothers and sisters though has become a dream of the distant past, due to the turbulent situations created by terrorism, communalism, economic stratification, nationalism, casteism, racism etc. Youth is committed in these times to build new kind of relationships that would make a healthy community living. Therefore youth will be providing a comprehensive and integrating relation of friendship to unite all humanity. We don’t understand by the relation of friendship of humanity together as one homogeneous system or universal way of living. 

We, young people are taking a pluralistic understanding of community of friends. This means that people living everywhere in their local contexts, regions and religions interacting and living harmoniously together in communion with each other through friendly relations.  Friendly relation is not to be understood as youths enjoying their companionship; rather it is more working together as committed friends with their commitments on issues that are common of interests coupled with social responsibility. 
Our Concern  

· In a world torn by economic and social inequality, political turmoil, religious fundamentalism and ecological crisis, we the ecumenical youth dedicates ourselves to heed to the great dream of Christ “that they may all be one”.  

· Serving as a united voice, catalyst for unity in the Church and for life in all its fullness in the world; we youth dedicate to endeavor in building relationships through diaconal work, hosting multilateral platforms for analysis and resource sharing, building the capacity of churches and ecumenical organizations so as to fulfill our common calling of service. 

· We are dedicated for a meaningful engagement in mission and to enable conversations among churches and fellow interfaith pilgrims. 

Our Commitment  

· We commit to work in our respective denomination and organization for Unity and Fellowship by becoming local ecumenical agents 

· We commit in the empowerment of the marginalized, specifically the Youth, Women, Children, Tribal’s, Dalits, Differently-abled and Minority communities
· We commit to respond effectively to global threats like climate change, terrorism, poverty, capitalism,  communalism, deadly diseases, nuclear weapons etc

Our Commendation   

· Creation of a creative space that youth of the church and other faiths may access for the improvement of the society 

· Carry out capacity enhancement programs for youth to expand their knowledge and deepen their skills to serve Church and society 

· Conceptualization of a theology and culture from the experience and perspective of young people 

· Continue the legacy of ecumenical youth movement and set new and creative trends in ecumenism contribute in the development of the potential of young people
Our Call  
We wish to call, understand and know our creator God as our Friend 
We wish to call, understand and know our planet earth as our Friend 

We wish to call, understand and know our human beings as our Friend
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